
 Haskap Product Card 

COMMON NAME: Haskap, blue honeysuckle 

LATIN NAME: Lonicera caerulea sp 

FAMILY: Caprifoliaceae 

 

Haskap berries are a fascinating new culture in North America; the plant is 

especially well adapted to northern climates. When ripe, the unique-tasting 

berries offer a savoury mixture with hints of blueberry, raspberry, and blackberry. 

The powder blue to dark blue berries are elongated and grow on bushes 1.5 to 2 

metres high at maturity. This species is highly resistant to cold temperatures          

(-47 °C for the bush and -7 °C for the flowers), and stays dormant when 

temperatures rise during the winter season. It requires cross-pollinating for optimal 

productivity. Discover this amazing berry bush. 

PLANT HEIGHT: From 1.5 to 2 metres, depending on variety.  

PLANT WIDTH: About one metre. 

HARDINESS ZONE: Zone 2a. Russian plants can withstand temperatures as 

low as -50 °C. Open flowers can withstand -7 °C.  

HARVEST: Harvest begins at the end of June and early July, and may vary 

up to two weeks depending on regional climate. Ripe berries are mauve-

blue outside and purple inside. 

PRODUCTIVITY: Haskap plants, depending on their developmental stage, 

can produce 1.5 to 3 kg of berries, and may reach as high as 4 kg (Berry 

Blue). 

GROWING CONDITIONS: Soil pH between 6 and 7 is preferable, with good 

drainage. Areas where water tends to pool should be avoided. Haskap 

adapts to several types of soil but prefers loamy, sandy soil (sand, loam, 

and clay) with 5% organic matter content. Also, a windbreak should be 

installed as strong winds may cause berries to fall, break branches, and 

reduce the pollinating action of insects. Spacing should be about one 

metre. 

  



PLANTING: Young plants are fragile. Planting 

should be done in early spring or in late 

summer, early fall. Haskaps must be planted 

2.5 to 5.0 cm under soil surface. Placing 

mulch material (synthetic or organic – wood 

chips, hay, BRF, etc.) around the plants is 

recommended to control weeds and retain 

moisture – organic material has the 

advantage of enriching the soil. 

PRUNING: Haskap bushes require yearly pruning, early in the spring or in October. 

First, the lower branches must be removed to enhance growth, as they steal 

energy from the plant. Then, the centre of the plants should be opened up to let 

light and air in. When pruning, one-to-three-year-old stems are the most 

productive and should not be cut. 

NOTE: If a goodly part of a plant’s stems is in any way damaged, there is no need 

to worry as the Haskap has great recovery powers. 

HINTS AND TIPS:  

 Installing a protective net to keep birds 

(especially the cedar waxwing) out is 

recommended, or they will eat your harvest. 

 At least two varieties are needed (one of which 

is a pollinator), but three is best. 

HASKAP TRANSFORMATION AND RECIPES: 

 Haskap berry cake 

 Haskap berry mousse 

 Moroccan carrot salad with Haskap berries 

 

 

 

http://terra-boreal.com/en/honeysuckle-berry-coffee-cake/
http://terra-boreal.com/en/honeysuckle-berry-mousse/
http://terra-boreal.com/en/moroccan-carrot-salad-with-blue-berried-honeysuckles/

