
 Saskatoon Berry Product Card 

COMMON NAME: Saskatoon berry 

LATIN NAME: Amelanchier alnifolia 

FAMILY: Rosaceae 

The plant, adapted to cold climates, produces delicious Saskatoon berries. It 

grows well in heavy soils and can withstand droughts. The berries range in colour 

from purple to violet-blue, and their high pectin content makes them ideal for 

jams and jellies. The bush prefers full sunlight, but the berries attract birds. Setting 

of the Saskatoon-berry bush will be enhanced by the nearby presence of 

another variety. 

PLANT HEIGHT Varies between 1.5 and 5 metres, depending on variety.  

PLANT WIDTH: Varies between 1 and 4 metres, depending on variety. 

HARDINESS ZONE: Zone 2b. 

HARVEST: Starts producing berries 2-4 years after planting, which ripen in 

late July, early August. Ripening may vary according to regional 

conditions (two weeks, more or less). 

GROWING CONDITIONS: Loamy soil is the best type for the Saskatoon berry 

(mostly made up of sand, loam and clay). This type of soil provides 

excellent balance between aeration, drainage, and water retention, as 

well as the necessary nutritional elements. Consequently, high organic 

matter content is preferable (about 3%). Areas where water stagnates 

should be avoided.  

Moreover, installing a windbreak helps to protect the plants, summer and 

winter. Plant in sunny to mid-shade areas. 

  



PLANTING IN THREE EASY STEPS! 

1. Plant in a sunny area to enhance growth. Make holes that are twice the 

size of the root system and a little deeper than the plant collar.  

2. Place the plants the holes, add bone meal or mycorhiza around the roots 

and fill in with original soil and compost. Compact the ground around the 

roots and make sure to remove any air pockets.  

3. Water abundantly and regularly.  

 

*Spacing should be about 1.5 metres. 

 

PRUNING: 

To enhance productivity, pruning in the spring is recommended, 

allowing the bush to maintain balance between the new stems and 

less productive old stems, and to keep it from growing too high. 

Remove broken and dead branches, as well as the largest ones 

(diameter of about 4-5 cm) at the base. Regular pruning increases the 

plant’s life cycle and productivity. Pruning should start in the first year 

of planting, in early spring.  

 

HARVEST: 

Harvesting occurs in July for most regions. The berries are ready for 

consumption when violet-blue over two-thirds of their surface. 

 

HINTS AND TIPS: 

 Place nets over the plants to keep birds away. 

 

 

SASKATOON BERRY TRANSFORMATION AND RECIPES: 

 Chicken scallops with Saskatoon berry chutney 

 Saskatoon berry cheesecake 

 Saskatoon berry sauce 

 Chicken pasta salad with Saskatoon berries 

 

 

 

 

 

http://terra-boreal.com/en/chicken-breast-with-saskatoon-berry-chutney/
http://terra-boreal.com/en/saskatoon-berry-cheesecake/
http://terra-boreal.com/en/saskatoon-berry-sauce/
http://terra-boreal.com/en/chicken-pasta-salad-with-saskatoon-berries/

