
Black Currant Product Card 

COMMON NAME: Black currant 

LATIN NAME: Ribes nigrum L. 

FAMILY: Saxifragaceae 

 

PLANT HEIGHT: From 1 to 1.5 metres depending on variety. 

PLANT WIDTH: Can become quite wide if not pruned, nearly 1.5 metres. 

HARDINESS ZONE: Zone 3. This shrub can withstand temperatures as low as -35 °C.  

HARVEST: Generally starts around mid-July, but varies according to variety and 

regional conditions. Berries are ripe when black. However, once ripe the berries 

start to dehydrate quickly and fall off the plant. 

PRODUCTIVITY: Between 2 and 4 kg per plant. 

GROWING CONDITIONS: This plant prefers well-drained, moist loamy, clayey soil 

(sand, loam, and clay). Growth in full sun is best. Also, slightly sloped land 

enhances growth as it provides better air circulation. Soil should have at least 3% 

organic matter, and pH must be in the 6-7 range. 

PLANTING: For best results, planting should be done in the spring, but may also be 

done in the fall. The roots should be spread out and the soil compacted around 

the base of the plant to above the collar. Spacing should be about 1.2 metres. 

PRUNING: Plants should be pruned during spring, before the buds start to open. In 

the first year, try to keep 6-8 healthy branches. Subsequently, keep 10-12 hardy 

branches, half of which must be one year old. Cut off branches 4 years old and 

older as close to the ground as possible.  

  



HINTS AND TIPS: 

 Checking and adjusting the pH before planting is important. 

 Do not cut the ends of branches as this could hinder berry production. 

 Pick the berries in dry weather to keep them from growing mould. 

 Weed around the plants to get better yields.  

 For best results, plant at least two varieties and one pollinator for every 

four plants. 
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