
 Dwarf Cherry (sk) Product Card  

COMMON NAME: Dwarf cherry/ Mongolian cherry 

LATIN NAME: Prunus fructicosa xp cerasus 

FAMILY: Rosaceae 

The dwarf cherry family consists of beautiful morello-type trees with great fruit 

production properties. 

These dwarf bushes vary in height from 2 to 2.5 metres when mature. They are 

highly resistant to cold weather (hardiness zone 2b Canada, -40 °C). The plant 

produces good calibre, quality cherries (sweet, fairly large and dark red). 

Productivity is high and well suited for mechanical harvest. The sk series is the 

result of 50 years of research in Canada. 

PLANT HEIGHT: From 2 to 2.5 metres, depending on variety. 

PLANT WIDTH: About 1.5 metres.  

HARDINESS ZONE: Zone 2b. The plants can withstand temperatures as low as         

-40 °C. 

HARVEST: The cherries ripen around the end of July to mid-August. Berry 

production only starts three years after planting. Depending on regional 

conditions, ripening can occur up to two weeks earlier or later. 

PRODUCTIVITY: At maturity (7 years after planting), the plants produce 10-15 kg of 

cherries. 

GROWING CONDITIONS: Soil pH can vary between 6.5 and 7.5. Clayey soil is 

quite suitable for its water retention properties, but must be well drained. Also, 

installing a windbreak against northerly and westerly winds is highly 

recommended to protect the plants from winter damage. 

PLANTING: Spring is the best time for planting, rather than fall, to enhance 

growth. The plugs should be buried about 5 cm deep to allow for proper plant 

rooting. Spacing should be about 1.5 metres. 

  



PRUNING: Pruning should be done at the end of winter or early 

spring. The centre should be cleared into the shape of a vase, 

and/or part of the old stems should be removed to allow for 

regrowth. Over the first three years, the lowest and excess 

branches should be removed. Also, if two stems criss-cross, one 

must be removed.  

HINTS AND TIPS: 

 The plant must be well irrigated during the first three years after planting. 

 These plants are self-pollinating, but yields are better with two or more 

cultivars.  

 Cherries can be refrigerated 3-4 days but, although still edible, start to 

dehydrate after one week. 

 Remove all dry and dead stems.  

 

DWARF CHERRY TRANSFORMATION AND RECIPES: 

 Dwarf cherry jam 

 Fruit and onion confit 

  

 

 


